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First section of Long Beach
boardwalk to open today
BY CANDICE NORWOOD
candice.norwood@newsday.com

The first section of Long
Beach’s new $44.2 million boardwalk will open this morning, city
officials said yesterday.
Scores of residents clapped
and cheered when City Manager
Jack Schnirman announced that,
beginning at 8:45 a.m., a fourblock section between Long
Beach and Magnolia boulevards
will be available for public use.
“In the moments before the
storm, it was my unpleasant job
to be up here telling everybody
to get out, to evacuate and to
leave,” Schnirman said. “I’m so
happy to be able to be back here
now today . . . saying the exact
opposite: Come on back.”
Ilene Schuss, 54, of Oceanside, said she attended other
post-Sandy
milestone
announcements and did not want
to miss this one.

“After Sandy, there was a
sense of hopelessness,” she
said, “and it’s so nice to see the
light at the end of the tunnel, a
spark for the community.”
Sen.
Charles
Schumer
(D-N.Y.) told the crowd that
the Federal Emergency Management Agency has agreed to
pay a majority of the rebuilding
costs. He added that his “last
fight” with FEMA will be to get
the agency to cover the additional costs needed to make the
new boardwalk more durable.
“The leaders of Long Beach
decided correctly to build the
boardwalk, not the same as before, but better and stronger
than before,” Schumer said.
The new structure, made of
Brazilian hardwoods and concrete, is expected to last 30 to 40
years, compared with the three
to five years of the yellow pine
in the old boardwalk, said City
Council president Scott Mandel.

Though the city added LED
energy-efficient lighting and
Wi-Fi access along the boardwalk and beach, nostalgic
touches remain. The old benches will be refurbished and reinstalled, and new light poles will
mimic their predecessors.
The city has spent about $2.7
million on the project so far.
Completion of the section opening today met the 100-day deadline contracted between the

city and Plainview-based Grace
Industries, city public works
Commissioner Jim LaCarrubba
said.
Grace’s contract calls for the
firm to complete the entire
2.2-mile structure by Nov. 12.
City officials say the project is
“on budget and on time” for
completion.
The century-old boardwalk
was a major tourism draw and
holds cherished memories for

residents such as William and
Sylvia Kestenbaum of Lido
Beach, who joined the crowd
yesterday to celebrate the reopening of the place where
they met.
“When we saw the boardwalk after Sandy, I was devastated; we cried. We had our
first date on the boardwalk in
1942,” Sylvia Kestenbaum said.
“Seeing it now, we know Long
Beach is back.”
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Suffolk Executive Steve Bellone with Babylon resident Jeanne Gargiulo

Suffolk County Executive
Steve Bellone announced legislation yesterday that would
allow only contractors with
higher insurance to obtain licenses to elevate homes.
The legislation is expected
to be introduced Tuesday, said
Wayne Horsley, the legislature’s deputy presiding officer.
Under the proposed legislation, only a contractor with at
least $500,000 in insurance
coverage for each construction
site could raise a home. In addi-

tion, a contractor must have $2
million in total insurance coverage for all its operations.
Some contractors see an opportunity to “take advantage of
overwhelmed homeowners”
after a natural disaster such as
superstorm Sandy, said Tracey
Beach, a spokeswoman for the
region’s chapter of the National Association of the Remodeling Industry.
Arguments still occur even
when a contractor has sufficient insurance.
Bellone made the announcement in front of the Babylon
home of Jeanne Gargiulo, who

is in a dispute with her contractor for a home elevation.
When Sims Steel of Lindenhurst lowered the wood-frame
structure onto the foundation,
the house dropped six inches
and slid back two feet, causing
massive cracks, Gargiulo said.
Gargiulo, a nurse practitioner whose husband, Tom, has
run for Babylon Town Board,
said Sims charged her thousands of dollars in extra repairs and filed a lien on her
house last week.
When contacted about
Gargiulo’s allegations, Bill
Sims, president of Sims Steel,

